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Alexander Hamilton Elementary School HSA General Meeting, October 2018 

October 19, 2018, 8:45 AM, Art Room. Sheila Berard and Jenelle Wise, Presiding 

HSA Attendance: Sheila Berard, Co-President; Jenelle Wise, Co-President; Liz 
Sonzogni, Co-First Vice President; Mara Trager, Co-First Vice President; Kama Rouhana 
Co-Second Vice-President; Christine Dorfler, Co-Third Vice President; Melynda Caswell, 
Co-Treasurer; Tomoyo Miura, Co- Treasurer; Heather Olenick, Communications, Priya 
Malhotra, Secretary  

Class Parents: Lisa Torsiello (5C); Joyce Silva (5G); Jeromey Gill (4T); Hey-Kyung Chin 
(4M); Erin Yankus (1W); Sun Moon (5G); Melissa McInerney (KB); Mathew Chapman (KB) 

Opening Remarks: Sheila and Jenelle welcome the attendees. 

Principals report – Mrs Pierides  

• Walk to school was a success.  Mr. Holmgren walked the children from 

Starbucks.  Thank you to the HSA for providing the orange juice.  

• The bookfair was a success.  Thank you to Heather Olenick for organizing both 

the bookfair and the school toolbox.  

• Focus in the district on Harassment Intimidation and Bullying (HIB).  Training 

continues to be provided and the school has set up a committee for the cause 

with the ultimate objective of making schools be a safe place where kids feel 

valued and understood. Sheila Berard and Teran Chartier are part of the 

committee.  In the most recent meeting of the committee, ideas were 

proposed and discussed to improve school climate. It was noted that the 

biggest concern at the moment is anxiety amongst kids where kids feel 

pressure.  Discussions were held on initiatives that could help reduce the 

anxiety kids feel.   Kindness is always the message at Hamilton school and ideas 

are being brainstormed to further drive this message – for example, Hammie 

the husky given to children for the weekend who exhibit kindness.  There are 

also kindness messages posted all around the school and a kindness message 

announcement every morning. 
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• Scott Chesney was the guest speaker during the Week of Respect.  This event 

was open to all schools in the district.  Participation was low and it would be 

good to increase participation for future events.  

• School safety and wellness is a district-wide wellness goal which flows down 

from the board to the superintendent to the schools.   

• Wellness is both physical and emotional wellness. At Hamilton, every teacher 

has 10 minutes of morning meeting time where children are welcomed.  In 

addition, teachers have 20 minutes a day for character education in the 

classrooms. Teachers can access wellness resources on Schoology. Mr. Holmgren 

is teaching Health to all classes on a rotating schedule and character education 

is incorporated into these health classes.  Mr. Holmgren gets to glean an insight 

into the kids in a structured (classroom) and unstructured (gym) environments.  

Some of his initial observations have been that some kids feel that they don’t 

belong and he has a focus on teaching the kids to advocate for themselves 

amongst other things.  

• Technology is also a key focus for the school and district.  The Chromebooks are 

up and running in Hamilton and quotes are being obtained to get a permanent 

projector in the gym.  

• Engagement is another key objective for the school.  The key focus with this 

initiative is to get kids excited about learning.  The classroom climates are set 

as a foundation and testing is now complete.  Mrs Pierides advised that she has 

looked at the assessments and spoken to teachers about individual children’s 

needs following the testing. 

• Halloween parade will be held on October 31.  The teachers will not be dressing 

up this year given the union discussions and contract negotiations.  

• Kindergarten- Grade 2 – music concerts dates have been set.   

• Planning has commenced for the Multicultural Festival.  It will be the first year 

without Minnie Roh leading the efforts, but Mrs Pierides advised that 3 

coordinators will be working closely with her to organize the festival.  The kick-

off meeting will take place on October 31 at 8.45am.  
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• Kindergarten registration for the next school year has been set for January 19 

and 20 2019.   

• 5th graders are working on initiatives and community service activities for the 

yearbook.  A running list of initiatives is being compiled.  

Treasurer’s report – Melynda Caswell and Tomoyo Miura 

• We are expecting to make $44,000 this year and expected to spend $49,000.  

The amount we spend this year is based on what was made last year and what 

the HSA raises this year will go towards next years spend.  

• The budget was approved at this meeting.  

Communications – Heather Olenick  

• Weekly emails are sent on Thursdays and Sundays.   

• Send exact wording for all communications to Heather by Wednesday to have it 

published on Thursday.   

• Ad-hoc messages can be published but as far as possible, try to stick to the 

Thursday and Sundays.   

Committee update – Christine Dorfler  

• Leads for committees have been formalized.   

• Christine will send out a spreadsheet with all names.  

• The Holiday shop needs more volunteers.  

• It was noted that signup genius works but need to consider other ways to get 

more participation for the committees.    

• Where drafting a note for inclusion in the weekly blasts, include a link to 

Signup Genius for Heather to publish.  

Federated Meeting – Mara Trager 
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• The Federated HSA meeting was held on October 11.   

• A superintendent search is underway.  It is likely that the Board will have 

potential candidates by May 2019 with a view to a formal appointment on July 

1.   

• Survey has been sent out to all Glen Rock residents (14 years and over), 

teachers and administrators.   

• The Federated calendar was approved.  

• Federated dues will only be $100 this year instead of $600 as there was surplus 

last year.  

• 92 tickets sold for the jets fundraiser  

• The Community School has appointed a new head, Allison De Meulder.  She has 

made some positive changes to the community school including offering online 

monthly payments for before care and after care, Busy Bee camp changes to 

increase the age of counsellors and new enrichment classes for Yoga, Math and 

sewing.  

• SEPAC meetings will be held on November 28 (morning) and Feb 28 (evening).  

New business 

• Relay for Life is scheduled for June 1 and June 2 and we will join with Fairlawn.  

A new parent has taken on this initiative.   

• The online directory is scheduled to go live on 10/19/18. Quality checks done 

by Mara Trager and Liz Sonzogni.   Everyone will get an email with instructions 

on how to sign in.  Once you sign in, you will be able to edit information and 

lock down fields you want others to see.  The non-editable fields are the class 

and school.  If there are any changes to the non-editable fields, let Mara know. 

Everyone in the district has access to the online directory regardless of whether 

HSA dues were paid or not. The directory will be on MobileArq which has 

superseded Paperless PTO. Communication to be considered to let parents know 

that MobileArq has superseded Paperless PTO so that parents don’t purchase 

this app 

• Referendum – proposing 4 components –  
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1. Air conditioners for elementary school classrooms  

2. Hamilton school- relevel the fields 

3. Upgrade Media center for middle and high school  

4. Central Auditorium redesign as it is currently not handicap accessible  

A decision will be made March 2019 and the State will provide some funding for the 

selected initiative.   

• Mrs Winkler provided an update on the current situation with the teachers 

working in Glen Rock.  They are currently working on expired contracts and in 

some cases earning less that $10,000 than teachers in neighboring towns.  This 

has seen teacher turnover. The bagels organized for the teachers was 

appreciated. GREA Facebook page sets out the teachers’ views on the contract 

negotiations.  There is also a Twitter account which expresses the teachers’ 

views - @associationglen 

• The Board meeting is on October 30.  Everyone is encouraged to go out and 

support the teachers.   

• Progressive dinner will be on October 20.  The winner of the putting 

competition will win Elton John concert tickets.  

• Spiritwear orders have been finalized and Jess DeTuro – Jess is working with the 

vendor to finalize dates for manufacturing.   

• 1st grade Husky café will be held in the week commencing October 22.   

• The 2nd grade Husky café date has been swapped with the Holiday shop.  The 

new date for the Holiday shop is November 30 to align with Hanukkah.   

• 5th Halloween grams – out now  

• Frozen Fridays can start paying online 

• School Facebook page – take pictures and post them when organizing events – 

no pictures of kids during school hours unless permission is obtained from the 

parents 

• The district also has a Facebook page and Mrs Pierides can sent specific updates 

to the district page  

Adjournment: Meeting Adjourned 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
Priya Malhotra  
Hamilton HSA Secretary 
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